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General Meeting—Tuesday 6 June at 8.00 p.m. 


Speaker: Chris Banks, Conservation Partnership Manager, Wildlife Conservation & Science, Zoos Victoria 
Talk Title: ‘Zoos Victoria committed to Grassland Earless Dragons’. 

Chris will be speaking about Zoos Victoria commitment to fighting the extinction of wildlife. Their major focus 

locally is on 21 threatened species, one of which is the Grassland Earless Dragon. Although two years of camera- 
based surveys failed to record any lizards, Zoos Vic haven’t given up and have established a ‘Dragon search’ project 
with communities in western Victoria. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 4 July at 8.00 p.m. 

Topic: Mycorrhizal associations of Australian plants 

Speaker: Dr. John Dearnaley, President of the Australasian Mycological Society and Associate Professor in 
Cellular and Molecular Biology at the University of Southern Queensland in Toowoomba. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Carole Moore, Belmont 


We wish her a long and happy association 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


< 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Di. 


GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC 
interesting articles website (go to the Observations tab), emailed to the 
and MUCH sR eS oo “oy, GFNC email address or phoned to Barry Lingham 
| eg p (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto the 
site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
Memb dt £ lv at an Australasian Darter with Congolli Pseudophritis urvillii, 
embers are encouraged to arrive early a an endemic native fish, Barwon River, Old Breakwater 


general meetings. Bridge. May 2017. 
The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat The photo on the back cover, by Joy Weatherill, is of 


to other members and visitors. Great Egrets at Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove. March 
2017. 





Committee Report 


ast month, | reported that the club had several key 

duty officer positions that were still vacant following 
the AGM in April and that this would make the running of 
the club most difficult for the next 12 months. Thankfully 
this situation has been resolved, following a review of the 
duties, tasks and responsibilities of each of the club 
positions and as a result of some external factors being 
clearer. 


The following people have agreed to undertake the roles 
as listed below. 


Rod Lowther, President 

Barry Lingham, Vice-President 
Graham Possingham, Secretary 
Lynne Clarke, Committee member 


So, in addition to the above, with Tracey Hinton fulfilling 
the Treasurer position and a further four committee 
members being elected at the AGM, it now means the 
committee is well resourced to oversee the activities of 
the club in meeting it stated purposes. 


A motion will be put to the members present at the June 
regular general meeting seeking their endorsement of 
the committee appointments of Rod Lowther, Barry 
Lingham and Graham Possingham in the respective 
officer bearer positions. 


Last year, the committee decided to establish three 
subcommittees to broaden the participation of members 
in the decision-making processes of the club. The 
Conservation Subcommittee has met twice this year and 
with 17 members covered many aspects related to 


conservation management in the Geelong Region at 
these meeting. The Conservation Subcommittee is 
developing a GFNC ‘Conservation Statement of 
Commitment’ to provide policy direction, has agreed a 
process for ranking the prioritised conservation issues 
and is also working towards creating a land/habitat 
register. The latter tool is intended to give the 
Conservation Subcommittee members a better and more 
comprehensive understanding of the environmental 
values for the various parks, reserves and important 
biodiversity areas within Geelong and its surrounds. The 
subcommittee structure also provides a forum for the 
various club representatives who serve on external 
consultation bodies to share concerns and information, 
ensuring a consistent approach in the preservation of 
Australian flora and fauna. 


This month, the Publication and Information 
Subcommittee is meeting on the third Wednesday of 
June at the GBG rooms, all members are welcome to 
attend. The purpose of the subcommittee is to look at 
how best the club can collect, publish, and store 
information in supporting the aims and purposes of the 
club. The GFNC communicates with its members, the 
scientific and general communities using various 
mediums i.e. Geelong Naturalist, Web page, Facebook, 
Weekly email etc. The subcommittee will examine what 
improvements are possible given the technological 
changes that have occurred. 


Rod Lowther 
Acting Secretary 
On Behalf of the GFNC Committee. 


The Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 


Orchids in the Bush—Emily Noble 
Tuesday 13 June 2017 at 7.30 p.m. 
Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room 


Arrive for a cuppa and to mingle from 7.00 p.m. 


This lecture series, about different aspects of the flora of the Geelong district, is held three times a year and is 
organised by the Geelong Field Naturalists’ Club. It is open to everyone. 


Emily Noble, a self-confessed ‘orchid nut’, will tell us about our terrestrial orchids, accompanied by some of her 


beautiful photographs of them. 


Emily is a professional horticulturalist, the business manager of the Ballarat Environment Network, and secretary of 

the Ballarat Field Naturalists Club. She and her husband are building a stone home for themselves on a 16 hectare 

bush block south west of Ballarat. She described the process of caring for the orchids there in her first-prize winning 
essay: Orchid Conservation at Home. This won the inaugural essay competition of the Australian Orchid Foundation 
in 2012. She has now, by 2017, identified forty-nine different species of terrestrial orchid on their block. 


The essay can be perused on the Australian Orchid Foundation website, under Essay Prize or go directly to: 
http://www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Essays/2012/1st-Prize-Orchid-Conservation-at- 
Home-Emily-Noble.pdf 
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Out and about: Following some old Victorian naturalists 


S ometimes even field naturalists don't get things quite 
right. In the Victorian Naturalist number 56, page 25, 
under the heading 'Cabbage Butterfly in Australia’, the 
following paragraph appeared: 


‘At the meeting of the Club on May 3 [1940], Mr. C. 
French stated that the Cabbage Butterfly (Pieris rapae) 
had reached Victoria, probably from New Zealand, 
where it has long been a serious pest, introduced from 
Britain. This is the first record of the species for Australia 
(my emphasis). Mr. French captured a specimen at 
Canterbury; Miss J. Raff collected the Cabbage Butterfly 
in the University Ground; and Mr. C. C. Brittlebank took 
specimens at Elsternwick.' 


In fact the Cabbage Butterfly was in Victoria ten years 
earlier. Michael Braby gives this account of its spread: 
'The earliest Australian record appears to be of a 
specimen raised in Melbourne in 1929 by G. Lyell. 
Subsequently a specimen was captured in March 1933 
at Footscray by A. Allaway. The species was 
established by 1937-38 when a large series was reared 
from Moe, Victoria but it did not become abundant in 
Melbourne until March 1939. Within the next four years 
it colonised much of southern Australia with astonishing 
speed. It was first recorded from Tas early in 1940, 
firmly established there within two years. By May 1940 it 
had invaded southern NSW, reached Sydney and ACT 
the following year. 1943 in Qld, Murray Bridge 1940, 
1942 Adelaide Hills and WA.’ 


| wonder where George Lyell obtained his breeding 
stock and in what form— egg, larva or pupa. He 
probably did not realise what he was letting loose. 
Charles French, like his father, was interested in insects 
of economic importance. We have Cabbage Whites with 
us almost every month of the year and they are probably 
our commonest butterfly. 


In the same publication on page 4 ‘Mr C. Barrett urged 
necessity for vigilance to save Gang-Gang Cockatoos 
around Melbourne from vandals. He suggested that the 
Club ask the Fisheries and Game Department to 
broadcast the fact that these birds are protected all the 
year round.’ 


| think today loss of habitat would be more of a threat 
than vandalism, which | suppose meant shooting. Gang- 
Gangs come to Geelong each autumn from their 
breeding places in the Otways. When our Australian 
birds were being discovered and named, many were 
shot for specimens. | have just read the novel, The 
Birdman's Wife, which tells of the life and extraordinary 
talent of Elizabeth Gould, who did many of the 
illustrations for her husband John Gould's Birds of 
Australia. She died at the age of 37, giving birth to her 
eighth child. Her better known husband shot numerous 
specimens, often of the same species, so that the best 
depiction could be made. 


In another note in the publication, Mr. Ivo Hammett, said 
that Wahlenbergia gracilis was very abundant along the 
Heidelberg and Reservoir railway lines; and Mr. H. C. E. 
Stewart stated that Bluebells were plentiful in the 
Carlton Cemetery. | wonder if they are there today. 
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Valda Dedman 


Cemeteries and railway reserves are still excellent 
places to look for remnant indigenous vegetation. 
According to Jim Willis in A Handbook to Plants in 
Victoria (1972) only one Wahlenbergia species was 
recognised in Victoria in A. Ewart's Flora of Victoria 
(1931), namely, W. gracilis. Now known as the 
Sprawling Bluebell, it is quite widespread. The taxon has 
been re-examined and there are now fifteen species and 
two subspecies of bluebell in Victoria. The Large- 
flowered Annual Bluebell W. victoriensis usually occurs 
north of the Divide, but there is one coastal occurrence 
near Torquay. At the April Club excursion to the 
Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve the only 
Wahlenbergia we found flowering was W. luteola, the 
Yellow or Bronze Bluebell, whose petal undersides are 
yellowish. It flowers mainly from October to March; other 
bluebells tend not to flower into autumn. It is widespread 
in grassy woodlands, but not occurring in the Otway 
Ranges. It is not included in Enid Mayfield's Flora of the 
Otway Plain & Ranges. Neither is the Many-flowered 
Annual Bluebell. 


In January 1938 forty Victorian field naturalists visited 
Geelong with the object of inspecting the area of 230 
acres, part of the Belcher estate, which was under offer 
and which it was hoped would become a National Park 
or at least a bush park. The party was met by members 
of the Geelong Town Planning Association (the first 
GFNC was defunct by this time) who accompanied them 
to the Dog Rocks and the proposed park area. 


The party was most impressed with the vegetation on 
the bush area, which included four species of acacia. In 
one hedge wattle, four babbler nests were noted. Which 
babbler species is not recorded. Both Grey-crowned and 
White-browed are now extinct in the Geelong region. 
The nests probably belonged to the Grey-crowned, the 
only species mentioned by Charles Belcher himself, 
although he does not record them from his home at 
Batesford (the nearest occurrence was Gnarwarre). He 
writes of their nests: ‘Much mystery still attaches to the 
nesting-habits of these birds. One sometimes finds half 
a dozen to twenty nests in an area of, perhaps, a 
hundred yards square; they are built either in she-oak, 
or bursaria (prickly box), or gum trees, or in an acacia 
hedge; enormous structures of sticks, domed, with a 
spout entrance on the outer side of the tree (they are 
always placed at the extremity of a branch) near the top. 
The entrance generally appears closed, as if the birds 
pulled twigs across it when they left. Rarely have | 
known more than one nest in one of these groups to 
contain eggs. It may be that the birds build a lot of 
dummy nests, or use some of them as camping-places 
only. Nor do we know whether the whole flock builds the 
nests co-operatively, or whether each pair is responsible 
for its own arrangements.' 


The Victorian field naturalists noted that in some 
districts the hedge wattle Acacia paradoxa was a 
proclaimed noxious plant, but it was credited with 
maintaining the nitrogenous content of the soil and the 
leaves adding to the formation of humus. Having 
recently seen at Inverleigh how hedge wattle can 
overrun an area, | can appreciate earlier concerns. 


The National Park did not come to fruition. Today we have 
the Dog Rocks Flora and Flora Reserve, thanks to the 
Belcher family, with whom the GFNC has always worked 
closely. The Dog Rocks themselves are recognised for 
their geological and heritage value but remain private 
property. They are a very interesting formation. 


‘The site includes outcrops and boulders of the pink, 
coarsely porphyritic Dog Rocks Granite. This granite is 
similar in lithology and age to the granites of the You 
Yangs, and the Dog Rocks once stood as islands in the 
Miocene age sea that deposited the Batesford Limestone. 
On the surface are several small boulders of hard, dense 
greenstone, a Cambrian rock which has been intruded by 
the granite. Much of the Cambrian outcrop has now been 
covered by overburden from the Batesford Quarry. 
Significance—Regional. This is one of only two Cambrian 
outcrops recorded in the study area and is equivalent to 
the oldest rocks known in Victoria. It is the last remnant of 
the formerly more extensive lepidolite outcrops at the Dog 
Rocks.’ (Victorian Resources Online). 


The area also has a City of Greater Geelong Heritage 
listing (HO370) of State Significance, on account of the 
greenstone quarry site, one of a group of such quarries 
found in Victoria's Cambrian greenstone belts. These give 
information on stone axe exchange between aboriginal 
communities and lithic technology and stone exploitation 
techniques. 


Geoff Carr wrote an introduction to the Flora of Batesford 
Sanctuary in 1965. This was a more detailed look at the 
plants that formed the basis of the vegetation list in the 
booklet the Club published in June 1967 on the flora and 


fauna of the sanctuary. Geoff also said that the Dwarf 
Spider Orchid Caladenia pumila was reported growing at 
the base of the Dog Rocks some years ago, but thought 
they had probably been eaten by rabbits or stock. This is 
a plant we have been asked to look out for. It was first 
recorded in 1916 at Bannockburn and was presumed 
extinct after 1933, until 2009, when two partially opened 
flowers were found. There are still only two today. 


The first Geelong Field Naturalists Club visited the Dog 
Rocks on at least one occasion, in 1911. The present club 
has also visited, but not for some years. Time to renew 
acquaintance? 
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Antarctic Prion found beach-washed at Ocean Grove. May 2017. Photos: George Appleby 
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Strawberry Trees at the You Yangs 


mong the many trees and shrubs that have been 

planted at the You Yangs, the Strawberry Tree 
Arbutus unedo is one of the more unusual. Who was 
responsible for planting them is not known but it was long 
before the GFNC and Bird Observers Club embarked on 
the extensive ‘bird-habitat’ plantings of the late 1950s. 
Indigenous to the Mediterranean region and western 
Europe, it gains its specific name from Latin ‘I eat 
one’ (but not more) because the fruit are not particularly 
palatable. 


It may have been one of the early Sugar Gum plantation 
overseers, John Blair perhaps, who planted them but not 
| think the formidable Mr. Anderson who was resident 
‘warden’ when | started visiting the You Yangs with my 
father in the late 1940s. 


The Strawberry Trees—there are several planted close 
together—are on both sides of the Great Circle Drive just 
north of Kurrajong Avenue and they have suffered from 
the widening and maintenance of the road over the 
years. In the same general areas are the Kurrajongs, a 


Trevor Pescott 


Monkey Puzzle Tree (Araucara sp.), small ‘trial’ 
plantations of Stone and Canary Island Pines and mixed 
ironbarks. 


At the top end of Kurrajong Avenue there are remnants 
of buildings which were either the warden’s residence or 
works depot, and this may be the reason these odd 
plantings were set out in this particular area. | wonder, 
too, if it was from this era that the bamboos were planted 
along the gullies that run down to Hovells Creek...and 
could it also be the place where boneseed was planted 
for erosion-control all those years ago? 


When driving to the boneseed-pulling day on Saturday 
20 May | was surprised and delighted to see the 
Strawberry Trees in flower—I can’t recall seeing them 
flowering previously although | have known the trees for 
a long time. Whether they will set fruit, and the fruit be 
allowed to ripen, remains to be seen. It takes up to 12 
months for this to happen and birds and mammals will 
eat them before they are ripe. 


Ref. www.hobbyfarms.com/what-is-a-strawberry-tree/ 





Strawberry Tree, You Yangs. 
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Photo: Trevor Pescoit 


Orange-bellied Parrot Mainland Release Trial Program 2017 
4 week update—18 May 2017 


t is now four weeks since we released 11 OBPs at the 

Western Treatment Plant. Overall, we’ve had very 
encouraging early results for the first year of this trial. A 
loose flock of eight OBPs has formed in the area around 
the release site. This includes seven of our released 
birds and one wild adult female who has been 
associating with the released birds since 3 May. This 
female has overwintered at the Western Treatment Plant 
every year since 2013, and provides a real opportunity 
for our released birds to gain from her local knowledge. 
An additional released bird, seen 8 km away almost two 
weeks ago, was detected on 18 May not far from the 
area occupied by this flock. On 7 May, our field team 
confirmed the arrival of two juvenile OBPs in another 
area of the Western Treatment Plant. This pair included 
Matilda, the first captive OBP chick successfully fostered 
into a wild nest. It was great to confirm she successfully 
made the northward migration and was feeding on 
traditional mainland OBP food plants. In even better 
news for this pair, on 18 May Matilda and her companion 
were found in the core area occupied by our released 
bird flock, interacting with four of the released birds. If 
this interaction continues it will strengthen the flock and 
provide greater safety for the two juveniles, helping them 
learn about mainland habitats. Unfortunately two of the 
released birds are confirmed to have died, including the 
aided migration male. We have recovered partial 
remains from each and provided them to veterinary staff 
at Werribee Open Range Zoo for examination. In both 
cases the bodies had largely been consumed, limiting 


the information we can expect to glean form the remains. 





oad 





A group of OBPs at the WTP—now no longer such a rare sight. 
Photo: Paul Rushworth 


One released bird has not been seen or detected by 
radio tracking since the release. We are expanding our 
search area to look for this bird, and any wild birds 
moving into the area. We have been radio tracking the 
birds 3—4 times a week, recording information on habitat 
choice, food plant selection, and social groupings. The 
birds have been observed feeding on at least seven 
species of wild food plant, including Glaucous Goosefoot 
and Austral Seablite. As the birds have not eaten any of 
the offered supplementary food, and the wild foods they 
are eating are in plentiful supply, we have stopped 
providing supplementary food. We will continue to 
monitor the released birds, to learn more about how 
these birds fare throughout the winter. 


The Mainland Release Team 


Some videos about the release are at: 
https://www.facebook.com/DELWPBarwonSouthWest/ 
videos/1338776232883486/ (short version — 1 min). 
The recent news about Matilda and the other juvenile 
appears as a comment to this post. 


https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=13-n0or3fxE (longer 
version — 6 min 40sec) 





ad BLES i mee ii! i | 
A bird that eluded us for some time, but [at the time of writing] 
was confirmed to be part of the loose flock. 

Photo: Paul Rushworth 
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Round up of the May 2017 Bellarine Peninsula 
Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 


Craig Morley, Bellarine Peninsula OBP Regional Group Co-ordinator 


N o Orange-bellied Parrots were recorded during the 
surveys over the week-end of 20 and 21 May. 


Good numbers of Blue-winged Parrots were observed at 
Bancoora Saltmarsh and Lake Connewarre. Other 
highlights included an Australasian Bittern hunting in 
daylight in saltmarsh, numerous Striated Fieldwrens, a 
male Mistletoebird at Edwards Point, higher than usual 
numbers of Singing and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters at 


Queenscliff and a pair of White-bellied Sea-Eagles 
‘seeing off young Wedge-tailed Eagles on private 
property at Lake Connewarre. 


Well done and a sincere thank you to all the observers 
and recorders, almost 30 in total, who offered their time 
and efforts for this survey in beautiful late autumn 
sunshine. The enthusiasm and willingness of these keen 
people to participate is greatly appreciated. 





Tile check 


Corio Grasslands—18 May 2017 


The City of Greater Geelong along with the GFNC has a 
tile grid on the Corio Native Grasslands on the east side 
of Shell Parade, north of Torresdale Road. The tiles are 
set on five rows about 5 m apart in a north-south 
alignment. Each line has 10 tiles that are about 10 m 
apart. They were placed on 21 April 2016. 


On 18 May 2017 a check was made to determine the 
‘occupancy’ of the tiles with the following results: 


House Mouse Mus musculus: Most of the tiles had 
mice living under them or showing usage by mice. Under 
some of the tiles they had developed a complex system 
of tracks, tunnels and a large, globular nest made from 
dry grass. Up to four mice were found in the most 
complex sites. Although the soil was damp, even 
waterlogged, the mice were apparently living comfortably 
at the site. Judging by the large amount of husks, the 
main food appeared to be Onion Grass Romulea rosea. 


Spotted Grass Frog Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 
One found. 


Tussock Skink Pseudomoia pagensrecheri 
Two found under separate tiles. 


Little Whip Snake Parasuta flagellum: two found 


Trevor Pescott 


under separate tiles. One was a small individual, the 
other a full-grown specimen. 


Other fauna included many large Scolopendrid 
centipedes, black Field Crickets and millipedes. There 
were several colonies of small black ants, but few 
spiders—perhaps the soil under the tiles was too damp 
for them to survive. 


Thanks to Bowen and Ross from CoGG who did most of 
the tile lifting. 


Little River Ripley Reserve—27 April 2017 


Little Whip Snake 
Two under separate tiles. 


Spotted Grass Frog 
Two tiny individuals under separate tiles. 


Skink species 
Escaped before | could grab it. 


House Mouse: none seen but grass nest under one 
tile and earth mounded up over another, both likely to be 
House mouse activity. 


General: millipedes, two species of slugs, 
centipedes. 


Membership renewals 


A big thank you to all those members who have been sending in their renewals or paying them at meetings; and 
particularly to those who have included generous donations with their subscription fees. 


Apart from encouraging the rest of you to send in your renewals, could | please ask all those who have paid by di- 
rect credit but not yet sent your forms, to do so as soon as possible—you haven’t officially renewed until we have 
received the signed form. It’s also important for me to be able to check contact details and how you want to receive 
your GN (print or online). The renewal form is on the website in case you’ve lost your copy (mailed or emailed with 


the April GN). 


And of course there’s also a new member form on the website. Do you know somebody who might be interested in 
joining? If so, why not send them the link to our website. Or maybe invite them to come with you to a meeting or 


excursion. 
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Deborah Evans, Membership Officer 


Fauna report 


he heavy rain we had over the last few months has 

provided excellent conditions for the several species 
of frogs that are found in the local area. Not confined to 
the country, both Spotted Grass Frogs and Brown Tree 
Frogs occur in the suburbs. Curiously enough, we haven't 
had any recent reports of the Common Froglet, a species 
that has been abundant around Geelong in the last 
months. 


The use of tiles in herp surveys has been very effective 
with a number of reptile and amphibian records in May. 
Little Whip Snakes in particular apparently find them 
excellent shelter from all by marauding herpetologists; no 
doubt the snakes find skinks there too—they feed 


Trevor Pescott 


Cats take a heavy toll of small mammals as well as birds, 
and the possums Maddie Glynn may well have been cat 
victims. 


So far no sightings of whales listed, but this may change 
now that the Southern Rights are back. 


Confusion in the naming of the lizards remains but we will 
continue to sort out our preferred names, meanwhile 
scientific names may be added to avoid mis-identification. 


Our survey at Bannockburn Reserve, or Bushland, is 
continuing with several tile grids now in place. In warmer 
weather, from October on, we will start a regular check 
on them and at the same time begin harp trapping for 


exclusively on skinks. 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 


Agile Antechinus 


Brush-tailed Phascogale 


Koala 


Common Brushtail Possum 


Sugar Glider 


Common Ringtail Possum 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Swamp (Black) Wallaby 
Grey-headed Flying-fox 


House Mouse 


Red Fox 


Feral Cat 


Australian Fur Seal 
Fallow Deer 
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13/05/17 


bats. 


Meredith, beside Slate Quarry Road in long, dry grass near 
trees, paddocks. 

Point Impossible, noted. 

Brisbane Ranges; a male found dead in a ‘chook’ shed, Slate 
Quarry Road adjacent to the national park. 

Yaugher, photographed on veranda of house, on remote 
camera. 

Brisbane Ranges, on the side of Slate Quarry Road, apparently 
about to cross but jumped back as our car approached. 
Otway Ranges, at the top of a Grey Gum beside Thompson 
Track. 

Paraparap, crossing, Hendy Main road at 7.15 p.m. 
Bannockburn Reserve, photos on Pix Controller camera. 


Winchelsea South, an adult female road-killed, Cape Otway 2 
km south of the Winch-Deans Marsh Road. 


Meredith, running along branches of Manna Gums beside 
Whinray Road, watched one glide. 


Belmont, running along powerlines to house in Victoria Terrace 
at 12.15 a.m. 

Wallington, road-killed on Grubb Road 

Yaugher, photographed on remote camera. 

Barwon Heads, females, killed by predator. 

Barwon Heads, male, killed by predator. 

Winchelsea South, road-killed on Cape Otway Road 1 km 
south of the Winch-Deans Marsh Road. 

Bannockburn Reserve, photographed on Pix Controller 
camera, another observed. 

Belmont, a small number flying upstream along the Barwon 
River valley at 6.00 p.m. 


Corio Grasslands; there were many found under tiles, 
sometimes with complex systems of burrows, paths and grass 
nests, up to 4—5 under some tiles. 

Yaugher, feeding on fallen pears. 

Bannockburn Reserve, road-killed. 

Road-killed on the Barwon Downs-Forrest Road 1 km south of 
Barwon Downs. 

Yaugher, photographed on veranda of house on ‘remote 
camera. 

Barwon Heads, juvenile male starving, later died on site. 
Anglesea, footprints in soft mud along Hurst Road. 


Brisbane Ranges, adult and fawn on Koala Track. 
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Herps 
Brown-striped (Striped Grass) Frog 


Spotted Grass Frog 


Eastern Smooth Frog 
(Vic Smooth Froglet) 
Brown Tree Frog 


Marbled Gecko 


Tussock Skink 
(Pseudomoia pagenstecheri) 


Eastern Bluetongued Lizard 


Tiger Snake 


Little Whip Snake 


22/04/17 


22/04/17 
25/04/17 
25/04/17 


27/04/17 


27/04/17 
27/04/17 
27/04/17 
18/05/17 
04/05/17 


29/04/17 
04/05/17 


15/05/17 


20/05/17 


23/04/17 
18/05/17 


25/05/17 


23/04/17 


27/04/17 
18/05/17 


Wensleydale, seen and photographed under a tile near a farm| JN 
dam. 


Wensleydale, under tiles near farm dam. 

Newtown, found in our dog’s water bowl, couldn’t climb out. 
Wooloomanata, found under log, photographed. 

Buckley Falls, heard calling from the wetland in the old quarry 
below the footpath. The wetland with many River Bottlebrush 
plants was dry over summer but now has some water after 
heavy recent rains. 

Little River Ripley Reserve, under tiles. 

Balliang, under tiles at Lees Bridge. 


Wooloomanata, under tiles. 


Corio Grassland, under tile. 
Yaugher, heard calling during the day. 


Highton, heard calling from yard at 6.00 p.m. 
Caspers-Yaugher, found under some debris. 


Highton, heard calling from some debris in the garden at 
10.30 a.m, first heard for about two years. 
Yaugher, heard calling during the afternoon. 


Belmont, a small individual found in garage. 
Corio Grasslands, under separate tiles. 


Bannockburn, road-killed on Spring Creek Road; it had 
apparently been attracted to sun-bask in the warm, sunny 
days. 

Brisbane Ranges, lying on rushes in a dry area of the Lower 
Stony Creek reservoir, head out of sight, sun basking and 
indifferent to our presence. 

Little River Ripley Reserve, under separate tiles. 


Corio Grasslands, one small the other full grown, under 
separate tiles. 





Observers: AQ, Andrew Quick; BP, Bev Phillips; CC, Colin Cook; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GFNC, Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy, GPo, Graham Possingham; HS, Helen Schofield; JN, John 


Newman; LB, Lance Breguet; MGI, Maddie Glynn, PP, Priscilla Pescott; RE, Ross Elijah; RL, Rod Lowther; SQ, Stuart Quick; 


TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWWCo, Wendy Cook. 


Next fauna surveys 


8-11 June 2017 (Queen’s Birthday weekend) 
Ballieston (Alcorn property) campout 


Details of this interesting long weekend campout are to be found on p. 9 


Floating Islands 
6-9 July 2017 


We will continue the survey of this fascinating place, undertaking Elliott trapping and looking for reptiles and frogs. 


The meeting place is south of Colac at the large truck parking area, Princes Hwy, on right, after the Hawks Nest Rd 
turn off and we will move from there to the places where we will set the Elliotts. (Note—allow extra time as 
the Colac Road duplication may cause delays). 


Thursday 6 July: Meet at 1.00 p.m. to set the Elliotts. 
Friday 7 to Sunday 9 July: Meet at 8.30 a.m. to check and do a general walk around the area. 


ALWAYS check the GFNC weekly program notes in case we have to alter the arrangements due to weather 
or other factors. 


Otways/Yaugher 
18-20 August 2017 


We will work out from our house at Yaugher—and you are very welcome to ‘camp’ there overnight if you would like 
to enjoy an open fire after a spotlight walk. 
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Birremathool (Ballieston) Fauna Survey and Campout 8-12 June 2017 


We are expecting that some people would arrive on Thursday and that most people would stay through until 
Monday. One of us will be on site to welcome day visitors. 


Setup will be done on Thursday afternoon and/or Friday morning. Be prepared for hard, gravelly soil. It is easy to dig 
if wet and nearly impossible if dry. A crowbar will be needed. 


Activities will include (as weather permits): 


Spotlighting after dark. 

Checking the traps. 

Checking the tiles that were laid out at Easter. 

Walk around Birremathool. 

Checking nest boxes (26) for gliders and phascogales. 


Other locations to be visited as time permits are Bailieston Historic Areas, Reedy Lake, Chateau Tahbilk wet- 
land and Whroo Historic Reserve and Nature Conservation Reserve. 


A few extra points to note: 


Mobile reception is patchy. An SMS text message usually gets through. My mobile is 0448 788 295 and 
Richard's is 0419 354 640. 


If it is very wet we will need to limit car access as our entrance track is unformed. Day visitors can park at the 
gate. 


There are several deep, unstable and dangerous mine shafts on the property. No one is permitted to go 
anywhere near any mine shaft or other areas that show signs of digging or tailings. 


Cinnamon fungus is a real threat to our magnificent stands of grasstrees and other flora. Please ensure that all 
equipment and footwear is free of soil. 


We will provide an open fire in a pit with a grill, a kettle, and firewood, otherwise there are no facilities at 
Birremathool so BYO everything else. 


Nagambie-Rushworth Rd — Senile relat Rd = 


a atl 


7 + Our gate 
‘ 


Forthcoming Fauna Surveys 
7-10 September: Brisbane Ranges 
5-8 October: Breakfast Creek/Anglesea Heath 
9-12 November: Tile check, upgrade at Brisbane Ranges, Wooloomanata, Corio and Ripley 
7-10 December: Gerangamete 


(Note: these are provisional and may be changed as circumstances dictate.) 
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Night walk in the Brisbane Ranges 





Photo: David Whelan 


Powerful Owl, Brisbane Ranges. April 2017. 


t was a still night. The bright light of the full moon was 

dimmed by mist. Out of the white haze along the 
ground stood trees, those closest to us appearing black. 
Trunks behind them were grey, becoming paler with 
distance, until they faded into invisibility. While we waited 
for the rest of our group, we scanned the trees. A grey 
brushtail possum gazed down at us, its fluffy black tail 
hanging down beside the branch; large ears, pink nose 
and dark eyes alert. Careful! Don’t shine the spotlight in 
its eyes. We don’t want to blind it! It ducked behind the 
trunk, out of view. 


Soon the group assembled and we began our walk along 
the bush track. More possums were seen, going about 
their nightly business in the tall pale-branched manna 
gums, trunks dark and rough, long ribbons of old bark 
hanging from their branches. We followed the slow 
‘mo-poke’ call of a Southern Boobook, hoping for a 
glimpse of it. In the distance another boobook answered. 
A member of the group repeated the owls’ calls, hoping 
to attract one to us, but as the birds’ calls became more 
distant, we gave up. 


Sharp eyes noted a mat of prickly leaves on the ground, 
with small cranberry heath flowers, red tubes splitting at 
the end to five tiny hairy points. A cluster of parsons 
bands orchids was found, each with two white petals 
reaching out and down. Then...eyeshine ...up in the 
wattle tree. A small grey head with rounded ears and a 
black stripe between them. Sharp claws gripping the 
trunk as it faced downwards. A loose fold of white skin 
between front and back legs. A sugar glider! It stayed 
frozen as we gazed at it, the two wildlife photographers 
clicking away enthusiastically. Then it began to move its 
head from side to side, perhaps using sharp incisors to 
cut the tree’s bark, creating a wound that would ooze 
sugary sap, an evening meal. When the photographers 
were satisfied, we continued our walk. 
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Wendy Cook 
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Sugar Glider, Brisbane Ranges. April 2017. 


Photo: David Whelan 





We turned onto another track, hoping to see the prize we 
had come for, a powerful owl, known to be in the area. 
We noticed a rare patch of snow gums, trunks pale all 
the way to the ground, veins of the leaves almost 
parallel. Above, we heard the high-pitched echolocation 
calls of White-striped Freetail Bats hunting flying insects, 
and in the distance a repeated yap from a sugar glider. 
More eyes. Something large and brown in a tree. There it 
was! Australia’s largest owl! The Powerful Owl was huge, 
sitting on its branch, brown feathers with white markings, 
bright yellow eyes with large black pupils staring down at 
us and away. The photographers were joyfully busy. The 
rest of us watched the bird in wonder. It spread its long 
pale wings and silently flew to another tree. After a few 
minutes, the spotlighters found it again. The watching 
continued. A rustle in the trees across the track. The owl 
flew towards it. We left it, hunting for a meal, probably 
another possum. 


Some of us were tiring, so we turned back along the 
track, searching for more eyes and listening to the 
sounds of busy nightlife. Towards the end of the walk we 
heard the growling squabbles of brushtail possums. 
There were four in the low leafy branches of a manna 
gum, arguing over territory or food or mates. One 
climbed down the curved trunk and walked among the 
grasses. It sat up on its hind legs looking around. We 
could see the dark stripe of a scent gland down its chest, 
marking it as a male. Back onto four legs, walking 
towards us! When he was close, he turned and walked 
away along the track and finally back into the grasses. 
We continued back to the cars. The mist was gone, but 
the moon was still dimmed by light cloud. We enjoyed 
the black silhouettes of tree branches and leaves against 
the grey sky, said good night, and drove home to bed, 
leaving the animals to continue their busy night. 





A sunny day even late in May can bring out a butterfly, 
a Meadow Argus or a Yellow Admiral. The Painted 
Ladies are all gone, as well as the female Common 


Butterfly report 


Observers 
CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GPo, 
Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 


Valda Dedman 


Browns. The last Painted Lady seemed quite fresh, but the Possingham; RLo, Rod Lowther; RUp, Rustem Upton; TFI, 


Common Browns faded. Highton was an unusual location 


for the Spotted Jezebel photographed by John Newman. 
Now we must wait to see if June will bring anything but 


Cabbage Whites. 


01/05/17 
12/05/17 


Green Grass-dart 


Cabbage White 13/05/17 


20/05/17 


21/05/17 
29/04/17 
02/05/17 


Spotted Jezebel 
Australian Painted Lady 


24/04/17 
01/05/17 
02/05/17 
14/05/17 
18/05/17 


Yellow Admiral 


20/05/17 
26/05/17 
29/04/17 


Meadow Argus 


Common Brown 


01/05/17 
02/05/17 
04/05/17 
13/05/17 


et another lovely autumn day for our May 

boneseeding, and a good turnout of 11 club members 
and visitors. Dennis Greenwell filled in admirably for an 
ailing Rob Beardsley, putting up signs, opening the gate 


Harrison Court Highton 
Seaview Park 


Batesford/Dog Rocks 
Lake Connewarre 


Highton 
Highton 
Basin Reserve Drysdale 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 
Harrison Court Highton 

Basin Reserve Drysdale 
Belmont East View Pde 

Geelong West 


Point Lonsdale Carpark 
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 


Harrison Court Highton 
Basin Reserve Drysdale 
Harrison Court Highton 
Batesford/Dog Rocks 


Boneseed pull report 


20 May 2017 


and setting up the sign-in table. We did the usual check 


of the hill and then settled down to systematic clearing of 
the area below the West Walk from the Saddle Carpark 
westwards. There were plenty of new seedlings and 
small plants to Keep us busy and we worked through 


those till we got to the area where the growth started to 


Tom Fletcher. 


1 


1 with 1 Common Brown and 
Cabbage Whites. 


2 


20 fluttering over weedy patches in 
farmland. 


2 in garden. 
1 photographed. 


1, perhaps more. Quite fresh 
looking. 


1 in back yard. 

1 on callistemon outside my window 
at work in sunshine at 11.00 a.m. 

1 

2 fluttering around. 


10 females scattered throughout 
eastern section. 


1 female. 

1 female, quite faded. 
1 female. 

1 





Deborah Evans 


get more dense. Lunch was relaxed, with some 
wonderfully close views of a Wedge-tailed Eagle, but the 
thickets called, so we headed back to our target spot for 
the afternoon session. 


Put Saturday 26 August in your diaries and round up all 
your friends, as we'll need a bigger team if we’re going to 
manage the maintenance as well as an assault on those 
denser patches. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Wooloomanata 
27 April 2017 


eventeen club members and friends enjoyed another 

delightful walk along Hovells Creek on the 
Wooloomanata property. This excursion, on a cool but 
dry morning, was led by Craig Morley. Recent heavy 
rains had caused the creek to flow, leaving a few 
remnant puddles. 


Lascelles Dam, the main dam on the property on Hovells 
Creek, was well-filled, with water levels higher than they 
have been for many years. Waterbirds were generally 
scarce, but 36 Hardhead scattered over the surface 
provided some interest. 


A good number of raptors put in an appearance over the 
morning, including a couple of Wedge-tailed Eagles, a 
Black Kite, two Whistling Kites, a Brown Goshawk and a 
Brown Falcon. 


A well-behaved Common Bronzewing provided lovely 
views for the whole group. A silent Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
was observed. Buff-rumped Thornbills tinkled along the 
edge of the forest, and Weebills piped from the Red 
Gums. A couple of beautiful Crested Shrike-tits provided 


Richard Alcorn 


great views for everyone. The morning was also 
brightened with the presence of a pair of Scarlet Robins, 
a couple of Flame Robins and three Red-browed 
Finches. 


Good numbers of Yellow-faced and Brown-headed 
Honeyeaters were seen moving through the area, with a 
flock of 20 of each species. As is often the case here, 
good numbers of Striated Pardalotes were feeding in the 
Red Gums. 


As we enjoyed a well-earned early lunch we were 
amused by small groups of low-flying Musk Lorikeets 
hurtling just over our heads. 


Our thanks go to the owners of Wooloomanata for 
permission to visit their delightful property, and to Craig 
for so competently planning and leading this excursion. 


The full ebird list for this excursion can be viewed at: 
http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/view/checklist/S36299302 
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Photo: Barry Lingham 


Southside and Ironbark Basin excursion report 
21 May 2017 
Leader: Graeme Stockton 





Small Mosquito Orchid Acianthus pusillus, Ironbark Basin. 
Photo: Barry Lingham 


| n 1988, the Bells Beach Surfing Recreation Reserve 
was managed by the Barrabool Shire Council. The 
Bells Beach Surf Competition attracted thousands of 
spectators who climbed over the cliffs, damaging 
vegetation and creating erosion as they scrambled to find 
vantage points to view the action. Along the cliff tops, 
many informal vehicle tracks and walking tracks were 
created. 


Charles Bartlett was a surfer who was concerned at the 
environmental degradation that was occurring. He 
formed Surfers Appreciating the Natural Environment 
(SANE) to lobby appropriate authorities on the need for 
appropriate land management. When he joined SANE in 
1988, Graeme Stockton was a keen surfer who had 
recently completed his studies in horticulture. His 
involvement with SANE now spans almost 30 years. 
Graeme started growing indigenous plants to help 
revegetate the Reserve, and this involvement grew to 
become his career as owner and manager of West Coast 
Indigenous Nurseries. 


The damaging processes from the 20th century have 
now been stopped, and the Bells Beach Surf Competition 
now uses a series of grandstands to support the 
spectators at the event. However, the earlier damage has 
taken many decades to overcome. Re-establishing the 
indigenous flora was particularly difficult, as the 
destruction had often removed the fertile topsoil leaving 
bare subsoil in eroded gullies. In some areas which were 
used as overflow car parks, the soil had been compacted 
and water could not penetrate. 


Graeme propagated a range of species to mimic the 
original vegetation, but the various sites had to be 
properly prepared. Ripping of compacted soil helped 
overcome compaction. Mulching using material from the 
Reserve allowed the introduction of some colonising 
plants such as the Coast Pomaderris. As the sites slowly 
became stabilised, other species could be introduced to 
increase the biodiversity. 


Barry Lingham 





. w 


Scented sundew, Drossera aberrans, Ironbark Basin. 
Photo: Barry Lingham 


The 50 ha Bells Beach Recreation Reserve includes 
three Environmental Vegetation Communities. The 
clifftops are dominated by Coastal Alkaline Scrub, with 
the dominant species being Moonah, and scattered short 
specimens of Red Ironbark with an understorey of Coast 
Beard-heath and Coast Pomaderrris. To the eastern end, 
the Coastal Headland Scrub is composed of heathy 
species that are mainly less than one metre in height. 
Key species include Silver Banksia, Common Heath, 
Slender Velvet-bush, Prickly Tea-tree and Thatch 
Saw-sedge. Further inland is the Shrubby Dry Forest, 
with taller Red Ironbark and Messmate Stringybark. 


Indigenous plantings include Moonah, Coast 
Beard-heath, Tussock Grass, Seaberry Saltbush and 
Cushion Bush. The habitat restoration has been 
successful to the extent that the threatened Rufous 
Bristlebird has now extended its range along the coast to 
the Jan Juc area. Swamp Antechinus have been recently 
recorded in the Reserve. 


Graeme Stockton gave us details of the many activities 
undertaken by SANE over the years, including ‘before 
and after photos showing the transformation of severely 
degraded areas into sectors of healthy plant growth. We 
began our walk by viewing the zone used as a take-off 
spot for paragliders and hang gliders. After much 
negotiation, a section has been covered in artificial turf, 
and the surrounding degraded areas revegetated. In 
some sections of the zone over a metre of soil had been 
lost, so the planted flora had to subsist on the poor 
quality subsoil. 


We then took the scenic path along the cliffs from 
Southside to Bells Beach. A particularly delightful section 
included a patch of Red Ironbarks around four metres 
tall. Graeme showed where revegetation work had been 
completed and helped us identify the local flora. At Bells 
Beach, we descended onto the rock platform and 
proceeded beneath the cliffs that are part of the Point 
Addis Limestone formation. 
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Sea Anemone, Oulactis sp., Bells Beach reef. Photo: Barry Lingham Striated Thornbill, Ironbark Basin. Photo: Barry Lingham 
In the afternoon, we took the opportunity to visit the The damper conditions also helped to grow many small 
nearby Ironbark Basin. After a wetter year in 2016, the tall Mosquito Orchids. Some had flower stalks up to 12 cm 
lronbarks along the Nature Trail have started to flower high, but a good photograph or hand lens was needed to 
and the blossom has attracted many honeyeaters. The appreciate their lovely flowers. A range of fungi had also 


bush was alive with the sounds of the birds, with the loud responded to the recent rains. 


call of the Crescent Honeyeaters being easy to identify. 
The small dam attracted many birds, and we spent some 
time watching birds drinking or moving through the tress 
nearby. 


Southside to Bells Beach Ironbark Basin 


Crimson Rosella New Holland Honeyeater | Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Superb Fairy-wren Grey Shrike-thrush Galah 

White-browed Scrubwren Australian Magpie Crimson Rosella 

Brown Thornbill Pied Currawong White-throated Treecreeper 


Spotted Pardalote Grey Currawong Superb Fairy-wren 
Eastern Spinebill Striated Thornbill 
White-eared Honeyeater Brown Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird Eastern Spinebill 





E boda 
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Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

Crescent Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Eastern Yellow Robin 





White-faced Heron, Bells Beach reef. Photo: Barry Lingham 


Incidental list of plants in flower noted in the Bells Beach Recreation Reserve: 





Scientific name 

Acaena novae-zelandiae 

Ajuga australis 

Alyxia buxifolia 

Carex breviculmis 

Correa alba 

Hibbertia riparia 

Hydrocotyle hirta 

Lasiopetalum baueri 

Leucophyta brownii 

Leucopogon parviflorus 

Melaleuca lanceolata 

Myoporum insulare 

Ozothamnus ferrugineus 

Pimelea serpyllifolia ssp. serpyllifolia 
Poa poiformis 

Pomaderris paniculosa ssp. paralia 
Pterostylis nutans (rosettes) 
Rhagodia candolleana ssp. candolleana 
Stuartina muelleri 

Tetragonia implexicoma 


The Fourth Annual Big 
Otway Tree Plant 


We are ready to plant the next batch of young trees for the restoration of 
Cape Otway's woodlands, Join us on the 17th and 18th of June at Cape 
Otway to plant and protect young seedlings to restore the local ecosystem 


ar on 
Ecology Centre 
wwrw.conservalionoce! ogyeentre org Cape í 


Please check oul our website for all the details 


Common name 


Bidgee-widgee 
Austral Bugle 

Sea Box 
Short-stem Sedge 
White Correa 

Erect Guinea-flower 
Stinking Pennywort 
Slender Velvet-bush 
Cushion Bush 
Coast Beard-heath 
Moonah 

Boobialla 

Tree Everlasting 
Thyme Rice-flower 
Coast Tussock-grass 
Coast Pomaderris 
Nodding Greenhood 
Seaberry Saltbush 
Spoon Cudweed 
Bower Spinach 


Join the CEC to re-green Cape Otway 
for the local wildlife 


Dates: 17 & 18 June 2017 


We'll be planting and protecting new and existing 
revegetation areas. 


Once again Bimbi Park have generously offered all 
volunteers free camping (www.bimbipark.com.au) 
from the evening of the 16th until the day of 18th 
June. If you would prefer a caravan or cabin 
please contact Bimbi Park directly. We will be 
serving lasagna on Saturday night (our way of 
saying thank you for all your help). 


Please RSVP to Jack: 
jack@conservationecologycentre.org if you are 
available to attend. Attendance on both days is 
ideal but if you can just make one day that’s most 
appreciated too. 
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Bannockburn Reserve fauna survey report 
11-14 May 2017 





Rod, Stuart and Chris setting tiles at Bannockburn Reserve. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Location 

The survey was at the Bannockburn Reserve bushland 
area south of the Bannockburn—Teesdale Road. We 
have been asked to carry out the survey by the Ballarat 
Environment Network (BEN) in conjunction with the 
Friends of the Bannockburn Bush (FoBB). It will be an 
ongoing survey because at this time of the year there is 
no activity by either bats or reptiles. We will search for 
these fauna in the spring and summer using harp traps 
and possibly pitfall trapping. We will also monitor the 
tiles we have set out on a monthly basis. 


Weather 
Mainly fine, cold and calm with little rain. 


Elliott traps 

We set three transects, each with 10 small Elliott traps 
baited with peanut butter, golden syrup and oatmeal, in 
the ‘lowland Manna Gum woodland’ in the south-west 
corner of the reserve. 


Results 

We failed to catch any fauna although one of the traps 
was rolled over and the bait removed without setting off 
the trap. This was probably done by a possum, although 
foxes and wallabies are present in the reserve. 


Cameras 

On 14 May one Pix Controller camera was set in the 
same area as the Elliott traps and collected on 18 May. It 
was focused on a bait station at ground level. 


Results 


Both Common Brushtail Possum and Swamp Wallaby 
were photographed. On 18 May the camera was moved 
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Trevor Pescott 





A pair of Wood Ducks at Bannockburn Reserve. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


into the Yellow Gum area in the central north of the 
reserve and focused on a bait station attached to a 
Yellow Gum about 1.5 m above the ground. Checked on 
25 May but no photographs taken. 


The FoBB have also installed cameras at various sites in 
the reserve, and their images include Red Fox and 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo. One camera was Set beside the 
Pix Controller in the Yellow Gum area. 


Tiles 

On 14 May we placed two sets of tiles in the ‘lowland 
Manna Gum woodland’. 

On 18 May we placed another two additional grids each 
of about 25 tiles in the Yellow Gum and heath areas 
respectively. These will be checked regularly over the 
next 12 to 18 months. 


Various observations 

Orchids. We found a large colony of Small Mosquito 
Orchids Acianthus pusillus partly shielded by 
overhanging Hedge Wattles in the lowland Manna Gum 
area on 14 May, and many Fringed Midge Orchids 
Corunastylis ciliata in the heath area on 18 May. 


Invertebrates: There is a large colony of Coconut 
Ants Papyrius sp. (nitidus group) on a fallen Black Wattle 
in the lowland Manna Gum area. 


Yabbies: Small numbers of the Common Yabby 
Cherax destructor were found in the waterhole off Old 
Base Road. 


Frogs: Tadpoles were found in several waterholes 
but they were not identified to species. 


Mammals Swamp (Black) Wallaby: 


Common Brushtail Possum: Photographed. Photographed and also seen. 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Red Fox: 
Several seen, and others photographed by FoBB. One road-killed on 14 May on the main road, and 


photographed by FoBB. 





Bird list 
Australian Wood Duck Laughing Kookaburra White-naped Honeyeater 
Bronzewing sp White-throated Treecreeper Golden Whistler 
Crested Pigeon Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie 
Brown Goshawk Weebill Grey Fantail 
Little Eagle Brown Thornbill Little Raven 
Gang—Gang Cockatoo Spotted Pardalote Magpie-lark 
Corella sp. Striated Pardalote White-winged Chough 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Yellow-faced Honeyeater Jacky Winter 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet White-eared Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crimson Rosella White-plumed Honeyeater Eurasian Skylark 
Eastern Rosella Red Wattlebird Common Blackbird 
Red-rumped Parrot New Holland Honeyeater Red-browed Finch 
Thanks 
To all who were involved in the survey—Alison, Phil, To BEN and the FoBB for their initiative in establishing 
Chris, Lance, Barry, Tracey, Rod, Stuart, Chrissy, the survey. 
George and Bernadette—for setting and checking the 
equipment. 





Fringed Midge Orchid and wasp, Bannockburn Reserve. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 





The survey site, Bannockburn Reserve. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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April-May bird observations—some highlights 


A: single digit morning temperatures become the 
norm again around our district and autumn leaves 
begin to fall from suburban trees we know autumn is truly 
upon us and winter fast approaching. Local birders have 
been out and about embracing this change in weather 
with vigour and many fascinating records have been 
submitted over the past month (mid-April—mid-May). 


Looking for sea-going pelagic birds is a rewarding 
pastime for those prepared to walk the wild beaches or 
stand on windy clifftops to see what the cold winds have 
blown our way. An Antarctic Prion found beach-cast at 
Ocean Grove was most notable and an Arctic Jaeger 
keeping low in the swell, at Point Lonsdale on Global Big 
Day, was also a thrill. No less so was the usually 
secretive Australasian Bittern discovered at Breamlea in 
open saltmarsh hunting during day light hours and 
enjoyed over several days. Four Brolgas at Avalon 
impressed with their majesty, and Banded Lapwings 
along Swan Bay Road and towards Cressy were exciting 
finds. 


Keeping to the open country west of Geelong, Spotted 
Harriers have been a rewarding find as this species 
has been less frequently recorded in our district in the 
past several years. White-bellied Sea-Eagles at Lake 
Connewarre entertained with their territorial antics, 
coming to grips with nosey young Wedge-tailed Eagles. 
White morph Grey Goshawks have put in their more 
predictable appearances around Geelong, as cooler 
autumn days draw in, and good numbers of records of 
Black-shouldered Kite, Black Kite and Australian 
Hobby have been submitted to our website and 
included in eBird Australia lists. 


The now critically endangered Swift Parrot (under 
Federal legislation) has been seen by skilled observers 
around the yellow gums at Ocean Grove where they 
seem to arrive in the first wave of migration from 
Tasmania. 


Cattle Egrets have also been seen to take up 
residence in many rural blocks, some quite urban, now 
that the paddocks are wetter. 


The autumn migration has been well represented this 
month with high numbers of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters 
and Crescent Honeyeaters on the move through the 
heathlands and suburbs. Eastern Spinebills are in some 
of our garden now and Flame Robins on fence lines 
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John Newman & Craig Morley 


around the more open country. A Singing Honeyeater 
was an unexpected and unusual find, for two members 
carrying out a bird survey on farmland, to the west of 
Geelong and good numbers of this species have been 
seen in coastal areas. And the fabulous calls of 
Gang-gang Cockatoos are ringing through many 
urban areas in recent months. 


Those keen to seek night birds have been rewarded with 
Southern Boobooks and Tawny Frogmouths and the 
occasional Barn Owl. 


Once more we thank the keen and diligent observers of 
the birdlife of the Geelong region (well over thirty listed 
below) who have been adding their records to the GFNC 
website and/or submitting lists directly to the eBird 


Australia website http://ebird.org/content/australia/ 


Amy Scheitner, Andrea Dennett, Barrie Satchell, Barry 
Lingham, Bela Bard-Brucker, Brett Roberts, Chrissy 
Freestone, Craig Morley, David Rantall, David 
Tytherleigh, Dean Hewish, Deborah Evans, Geoff Gates, 
George Appleby, Glenn Fletcher, Gordon McCarthy, Jeff 
Dagg, Jen Carr, Jenny Possingham, John Newman, 
Lynne Clarke, Maddie Glynn, Margaret Alcorn, Marilyn 
Hewish, Paul Schillier, Richard Alcorn, Rod Lowther, 
Rustem Upton, Susan Kruss, Tom Fletcher, Trevor 
Lumb, Trevor Pescott, Valda Dedman. 
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Photo: Joy Weatherill 


CORANGAMITE CMA 


The vision of the Corangamite 


Corangamite Catchment Management Authority 


invites you to the 


2"¢ Coastal Research and 
Development Forum 


Corangamite CMA will host its second Coastal Research and Development Forum for natural 
The event will focus on presenting research relevant to coastal and marine enviornments. 
The forum this year includes presenters from Museum Victoria, Deakin Univesity, Melbourne 


University, Victona University, and Australis Biological. 
This is a free event 


10:00am - 4.00pm Wednesday 26 July 2017 
(all catering provided, please specify any dietary reqirements) 


Waurn Ponds Estate, 

Nicol Drive South, Waurn Ponds (ph: 52273000). See map below. 
Complimentary parking 

To Polly Matthews by Monday 17 July 2017: 

0407 341 350 or email polly. matthews@ccma.vic.gov.au 


= 
SER | nations 
Landcare 


kuman Gearan. | Qn 


This event is supported by the Corangamite GMA, through funding fom the Australan ® i Y m 
National Landcare Programme. 
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GFNC Excursion 


Karaaf Wetland and Breamlea 
Sunday 18 June 2017 


The first European to settle at Karaaf Wetland was 
William Buckley, around 1835. He enjoyed the access 
to fresh water, edible plants, eels and fish. He was the 
companion of the local aboriginal clans and they visited 
him at his hut near the Thompson Creek estuary. We 
will explore this area of coastal scrub and saltmarsh and 
learn more about the plants, fauna, geology and cultural 
history of this interesting site. 


Lunch will be in Breamlea and then we will visit the 
home of Marianne Fricker who has spent many years 
revegetating her large block opposite the cricket oval. 
Local indigenous plants have been used to create an 
interesting urban habitat. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the Torquay end of the Point 
Impossible car park. We will explore the Karaaf area 
and the Thompson Creek estuary. Lunch (12.30 p.m.) 
will be in Breamlea, with car parking available near the 
cricket oval. 


Some members may wish to join us for the afternoon 
session at Marianne’s house at 49 Horwood Drive 
around 1.00 p.m. 


Finish around 3.00 p.m. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, 
sturdy footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, insect re- 
pellent, camera, field guides, hand lens. Telescopes 
may be useful. 


More information contact: 
Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove 
and Begola Wetlands 


Thursday, 22 June 2017 
Leader: Margaret Alcorn 


Discover this gem in the middle of Ocean Grove 
followed by exploring the Begola Wetlands, 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Lake Avenue entrance car 
park. This is a fairly small car park, so any car pooling 
from Geelong would be an advantage. 


Bring: Water, drinks, and refreshments for 
morning tea, and optional lunch. Sturdy shoes for 
walking and maybe wet weather gear if conditions 
suggest rain on the day. 


Enquiries: Margaret Alcorn, Phone 0448 788 295 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles and 
photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each 
month. 

If you have observed and/or photographed something 
interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its 
surrounds, please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission details. 


Bird Report—1986, 1987, 1990 


Available for purchase 
$15 per copy (plus $5 postage) 
The report will be on sale at General and Bird Group meetings 
or contact GFNC info@gfnc.org.au to have a copy mailed to you. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more 


are tax-deductible. 





Mailing roster 
June: Joan & Tibor Korn 


July: Jan Venters 
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Coming events 


JUNE 2017 JULY 2017 

6 General Meeting: Chris Banks—Grassland Earless Dragons 4 General Meeting: John Dearnaley: Mycorrhizal associations 

8-11 Fauna survey—Birremathool of Australianplants 

13 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Emily Noble— Fauna survey—Floating Islands 
Orchids Winter wader count: John Newman 

15 Bird Group: Members night— Birdlife of some urban Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 
parklands of the world (Graham Possingham) and Ethabooka Excursion (Mid-week): Bureau of Meteorology training centre 
Bird Reserve (Margaret and Richard Alcorn) Bird Group: Members night—Some birds of southern 

18 Excursion: Breamlea Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego (Chrissy Freestone) and 

22 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Falcons (Richard Weatherly) 


Grove 22-23 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
27 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Moorabool River Reserve, 
Batesford 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2017-2018 


President Rod Lowther* 0419 633 960 rod.lowther@live.com 
Vice-President Barry Lingham* 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Immediate Past President - 

Secretary Graham Possingham 
Treasurer Tracey Hinton 
Minute Secretary Vacant 

Membership Officer Deborah Evans 
Committee Member 


5243 6997 
5243 9973 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 


Dean Hewish 
David Boyle 


Deborah Evans 


Lynne Clarke 
Phil Watson 


0409 231 755 
5250 1039 
5243 8687 
0439 390 801 
0429 145 430 


myibook@iprimus.com.au 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
philvaugwa@gmail.com 


0413 238 179 
5255 4291 


Craig Jones 
Barry Lingham 
* Subject to ratification at general meeting. 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Conservation Adviser Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Chrissy Freestone 0417 379 033 chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Bela Bard-Brucker 5243 7072 bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Vacant — — 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

Convenor Lynne Clarke 
Cadets Jeff Dagg 


cjones_22@bigpond.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


0439 390 801 
0419 551 847 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
gfncadets@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 26 June 2017. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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